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and an embarrassment for this great 
Nation, but the fact the people who pay 
their premiums and expect to get care 
when they are ill, or their loved ones 
are in danger, end up fighting the bu-
reaucracy of these large corporations 
with their hands tied behind them and 
virtually no rights, which is an out-
rage. 

This House and the Senate need to 
come together and pass a real bill that 
gives citizens the right to protect 
themselves in these medical emer-
gencies.

f 

PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS 

(Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise this morning with a hopeful 
heart. We return to Congress at the 
dawn of the millennium, and we face 
many challenges and opportunities. I 
wish to remind our colleagues that dur-
ing the last session, the House ap-
proved legislation that greatly impacts 
Americans and assures their access to 
health care, but today, 4 months after 
the Patients’ Bill of Rights was ap-
proved, we are still waiting for action. 

We cannot allow any more delays 
that place the health of Americans at 
risk. Millions of American families suf-
fer from managed care decisions made 
by HMO bureaucrats that are based on 
profits and not medical need. We must 
return medical decisions back to where 
they belong, to doctors and patients. 

I urge conferees to produce a strong 
bill that will help families and give pa-
tients the right to make health and life 
decisions together with their doctors 
and not subject to the decisions of in-
surance bureaucrats.

f 

WELCOME BACK TO OUR GREAT 
CITY 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor to welcome back Members. 
Welcome back to the city that is still 
on the rise, about to report another 
surplus. Welcome back to the city that 
has been substantially helped by this 
Congress. Welcome back to a city 
whose improvements could be seen as 
one comes to the House this morning 
because the streets were, of course, 
cleared. The city now has the funds and 
the wherewithal to act like a city and 
do what cities do well. 

I am very pleased that the Congress 
passed my $5,000 home-buyer credit be-
cause that has helped us to get more 
people in this city. We still need a cou-
ple hundred thousand more. And I am 
going to be coming to talk about that 
with bills this term, but I want to say 

for the people who live in this city that 
we are very pleased that Congress is 
back. 

I want Members to know that if they 
have a problem, and inevitably even 
with a government in good working 
order there will be problems, I hope 
they will come to their Congresswoman 
while they are away from their dis-
tricts, because that turns out to be me. 
I will be sending a letter to Members 
about how to do that and how they can 
maneuver their way through problems 
with the District government. Again, 
welcome home.

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM RICHARD 
A. GEPHARDT, DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from RICHARD 
A. GEPHARDT, Democratic Leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER, 

Washington, DC, February 1, 2000. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section 

602(b) of the Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2000 (Public Law 106–120), I 
hereby appoint the following member to the 
National Commission for the Review of the 
National Reconnaissance Office: 

Mr. Dicks, WA. 
Yours very truly, 

RICHARD A. GEPHARDT. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
announces that he will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion 
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any recorded votes on postponed 
questions will be taken up later. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 409) honoring the 
contributions of Catholic schools. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 409

Whereas America’s Catholic schools are 
internationally acclaimed for their academic 
excellence, but provide students more than a 
superior scholastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools ensure a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in America’s 
young people; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 1998–1999 academic year 
was 2,646,844, the total number of Catholic 
schools is 8,217, and the student-teacher 
ratio is less than 17 to 1; 

Whereas Catholic schools provide more 
than $17,200,000,000 a year in savings to the 
Nation based on the average public school 
per pupil cost; 

Whereas Catholic schools teach a diverse 
group of students and over 25 percent of 
school children enrolled in Catholic schools 
are minorities; 

Whereas the graduation rate of Catholic 
school students is 95 percent, only 3 percent 
of Catholic high school students drop out of 
school, and 83 percent of Catholic high 
school graduates go on to college; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, values, 
families, and communities by providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment rich 
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment; and 

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 
the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives’’: Now, 
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Represen-
tatives—

(1) supports the goals of Catholic Schools 
Week, an event sponsored by the National 
Catholic Educational Association and the 
United States Catholic Conference and es-
tablished to recognize the vital contribu-
tions of America’s thousands of Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools; and 

(2) congratulates Catholic schools, stu-
dents, parents, and teachers across the Na-
tion for their ongoing contributions to edu-
cation, and for the key role they play in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for this Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER). 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s Catholic 
schools are internationally acclaimed 
for their academic excellence. They 
also provide students more than a su-
perior scholastic education. Catholic 
schools ensure a broad values-added 
education, emphasizing the life-long 
development of moral, intellectual, fis-
cal, and social values in America’s 
young people. The total Catholic 
school student enrollment for 1998 and 
1999 was 2,646,844. The total number of 
Catholic schools is 8,217, and the stu-
dent/teacher ratio in those institutions 
is less than 17-to-1. 

Catholic schools provide more than 
$17 billion a year in savings to the Na-
tion based on the average school per 
pupil cost. 

Catholic schools teach a diverse 
group of students and over 25 percent 
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of school children enrolled in Catholic 
schools are minority students. The 
graduation rate of Catholic schools is 
95 percent. Only 3 percent of Catholic 
high school students drop out of school 
and 83 percent of Catholic high school 
graduates go on to college. 

Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, their 
values, their families and communities 
by providing an intellectually stimu-
lating environment rich in spiritual 
character and moral development. 

In 1972, a pastoral message was 
adopted by the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and it stated the fol-
lowing and I quote for the Chamber, 
education is one of the most important 
ways by which the church fulfills its 
commitment to the dignity of the per-
son and building of community. Com-
munity is central to education min-
istry, both as a necessary condition 
and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the church, there-
fore, must be directed to forming per-
sons and community, for the education 
of the individual Christian is impor-
tant not only for his solitary destiny 
but also for the destinies of the many 
communities in which he lives. 

It is on that basis, Mr. Speaker, that 
this resolution recognizes Catholic 
schools and Catholic Schools Week. 
This is an event sponsored by the Na-
tional Catholic Education Association, 
which is, by the way, the largest pri-
vate organization of professional 
teachers in the world. It is also spon-
sored by the United States Catholic 
Conference and established to recog-
nize the vital contributions of Amer-
ica’s thousands of Catholic elementary 
and secondary schools. 

So we here congratulate today 
Catholic schools, their students, their 
parents, teachers across the country, 
for their ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for the key role that they 
play in promoting and ensuring a 
brighter and stronger future for this 
Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this resolution. Mr. Speaker, today’s 
resolution recognizes the significant 
and important contributions of Catho-
lic schools. Mr. Speaker, I myself at-
tended Catholic schools. I received a 
high quality education from these 
schools and have benefited greatly. 
Also, children all across America have 
benefited from a Catholic education. 
Catholic education’s place in America 
and our educational commitment is 
strong and dynamic. 

Fortunately, the truly great aspect 
of the American educational oppor-
tunity is its diversity. We have edu-
cational systems that can provide any-
one in any city, in any State, with the 
opportunity to succeed. This recipe for 

success certainly includes our Catholic 
schools, schools with other religious fo-
cuses, nonreligious private schools, 
along with our great public schools. It 
is this variety, Mr. Speaker, this diver-
sity, that truly makes American edu-
cation powerful and makes American 
education successful in its mission. 

Mr. Speaker, today we are recog-
nizing the educational and societal 
contributions that Catholic schools 
make to our Nation. We must recognize 
the importance and value that all parts 
of our educational structure have in 
our lives and the lives of our children.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON). 

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support this resolution with 
respect to Catholic education, but to 
also share with my colleagues some of 
the history of Catholic schools in 
America, and particularly Catholic 
schools in the southwest. 

In 1598, Juan de Onate came up the 
Rio Grande, and he included eight 
Francisan friars in his expedition. 
They reached the east bank of the Rio 
Grande River near its confluence with 
the Chama River, close to the present 
site of Espanola and established a per-
manent settlement. That is over 400 
years ago, before Jamestown became 
Jamestown and the Catholic church 
was in the southwest. 

The friars began teaching to the 
pueblos and mostly other children were 
taught at home for the first 100 years 
or so but in the 1800s, the Spanish gov-
ernment, cooperating with the Catholic 
church, began to establish schools in 
the territory of New Mexico. In 1850, 
the Bishop of Santa Fe, Juan Baptiste 
Lame, began to expand Catholic 
schools in New Mexico and brought the 
Sisters of Loretto to Santa Fe and the 
Christian Brothers came shortly there-
after to establish a school which still 
exists, Saint Mike’s. The importance of 
these institutions and the history of 
New Mexico cannot be underestimated. 
Twenty percent of the people who par-
ticipate in the constitutional conven-
tion in 1910 that established the Con-
stitution for the State of New Mexico 
were graduates of Saint Mike’s High 
School. 

These two institutions, the Sisters of 
Loretto and the Christian Brothers 
began a long tradition of Catholic 
schools in New Mexico as they ex-
panded many more schools throughout 
the territory. 

It was only 1891 when New Mexico 
started establishing a system of public 
schools, and even then Catholic schools 
retained their importance. Four of the 
first teaching certificates issued in Al-
buquerque, my home, under this new 
public school law, were to Sisters of 
Charity. That was 300 years after the 
Catholic church began educating new 

Mexicans. Today there are five Catho-
lic high schools in New Mexico, 29 ele-
mentary schools. To put that in con-
text, there are a little less than 800 
public schools in the entire State of 
New Mexico.

b 1130 
The great thing is how many kids go 

on. They graduate from Catholic high 
schools. In my hometown, Albu-
querque, St. Pious High School has a 
graduation rate of 100 percent, and be-
tween 95 and 100 percent of those kids 
go on to college. They do a great job. 
They have impacted our history and 
our culture and our life, and we thank 
them very much for it. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KLECZKA).

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank my colleague, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE), for yield-
ing time to me. 

Like the gentleman from Michigan, I 
also am a product of the Catholic 
schools, having attended St. Helen’s 
Grade School, taught by the good 
Felician Sisters, and then on to high 
school, attending Don Bosco High 
School, which was taught by the Broth-
ers of Mary. 

So, I rise to support this resolution, 
but I would like to further the con-
gratulatory portion of the resolution 
by including all the Catholic clergy in 
the country and all the good sisters 
who devoted their lives to teaching 
young students in the Catholic schools. 

I extend this honor to the Catholic 
clergy, and wish that the Republican 
leadership would have done the same, 
when they had their chance to honor a 
Catholic clergyman by selecting the 
first choice of the bipartisan Chaplain 
Selection Committee, a Catholic 
priest, Father Tim O’Brien, who was 
passed over. 

In checking back with the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce 
and with the Catholic Conference, I am 
told that this is the first time the 
House of Representatives has ever 
brought to the floor a resolution spe-
cifically congratulating Catholic 
schools. 

I guess one could be suspicious of the 
timing. Here we are in the second ses-
sion of the Congress, and one of the 
first items brought forward is a resolu-
tion congratulating Catholic schools. 
This naturally will make Catholics 
around the country very happy. 

However, one could ask, why is this 
being done? We have had Catholic 
School Week celebrated in this country 
for years and years. One could ask, is 
this a way that some can clear their 
conscience? Is this resolution before us 
because maybe it is an attempt to re-
pair some of the damage done to the 
Catholic vote in this country? 

Mr. Speaker, I make a prediction. I 
would say after the debate on this reso-
lution, a roll call vote will be re-
quested. And later this afternoon when 
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the vote is called, my Republican col-
leagues will stream to the floor and 
cast an aye vote for the resolution to 
show the entire world how pro-Catholic 
they are. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that same level 
of pro-Catholicism exists when the 
House later this month has before it 
the appointment of a chaplain for the 
House of Representatives, and when we 
will have the opportunity at that time 
to vote on naming the first Catholic 
priest in the history of this country to 
be chaplain of the United States House 
of Representatives.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I would respond to some 
of the comments that were made by 
the previous speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the tim-
ing of this resolution, it is unfair, 
wholly unfair, to suggest that the 
Council of Catholic Bishops and the 
Catholic Educators Association some-
how planned Catholic Education Week, 
this week, to correspond with the sec-
ond issue that the gentleman spoke of. 

It is certainly not the case. Catholic 
Schools Week is an annual event, and 
one this Congress has recognized in the 
past and participated in events. I have 
been part of those myself in years past. 

Secondly, the gentleman asked, why 
is this resolution being introduced? 
This resolution was introduced because 
I wanted to introduce it. As a sponsor, 
I thought it was important. I am one 
who represents a district where a great 
many of my constituents educate their 
children in Catholic schools. They are 
thriving institutions. They provide a 
wonderful service, not only to the chil-
dren who learn in those schools, but to 
the community at large. 

I would submit that, from a cultural 
perspective, our Catholic schools have 
contributed greatly to our Nation, and 
it is right and it is fitting for this Con-
gress and for this body to recognize 
their contributions to the country. 

Fortunately, most children who are 
in Catholic schools today are learning 
and they are hopefully not observing 
today’s proceedings, because how con-
fusing it must be for them to observe 
Members of their Congress confusing 
an issue that is about those children 
and ought to be focused exclusively on 
those children and the great contribu-
tions of their teachers and administra-
tors and those who have provided pro-
fessional support for those kids. That 
is what this resolution is about. That is 
where our focus ought to remain. 

I find it once again troubling and un-
fortunate that others would try to drag 
in secondary issues, other issues that 
are important to the Congress that will 
in due time be resolved by this Con-
gress in an appropriate setting. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 31⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. ROEMER).

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, as a Catholic, as a product of 
Catholic schools, including the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame in my district, 
someone educated by some of the Di-
ocesan, some of the Holy Cross and Je-
suits orders, I am very proud as an 
original cosponsor to rise in support of 
this resolution. 

The success of the Catholic schools 
across the country and particularly in 
my home district makes me very 
proud. That is why I am a proud origi-
nal cosponsor of this legislation. 

The Catholic schools, Mr. Speaker, 
are traditionally very strong academi-
cally, with very good curricula. They 
have a very good parental involvement 
and they have few disciplinary prob-
lems. Catholic schools, Mr. Speaker, 
can often teach students not only the 
importance of academic achievements, 
but also provide them with the impor-
tant perspective of life that promotes 
social justice and responsibility and so-
cial service and love and respect of 
one’s neighbor. Catholic schools also 
have considerable ethnic and racial di-
versity. 

We have also seen, Mr. Speaker, and 
I think it is very important to point 
this out, that there is about a 95 per-
cent graduation rate from our Catholic 
schools, and about 83 percent of those 
students go on to college. I think it is 
important for us to look at why this is 
so. We have very many great public 
schools, but we have a real pattern 
here in our Catholic schools. We need 
to understand why this is. 

Dr. Maureen Hallanan, with the In-
stitute of Educational Initiatives at 
the University of Notre Dame, is work-
ing to do precisely this. She is con-
ducting a comparative analysis of pub-
lic and nonpublic schools and their ef-
fects on student achievement. This re-
search will help identify the character-
istics of those schools that successfully 
promote student achievement, espe-
cially, especially targeted for at-risk 
students. These would be important 
considerations for us to better under-
stand. 

So I hope that all my colleagues will 
join me in supporting this valuable re-
search and supporting this resolution. 

With respect to the comments that 
my good friend, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, made, I think it is fair to 
bring up the situation of the Catholic 
chaplain as we consider and debate and 
talk about Catholic education and the 
importance of that Catholic education 
in America today. 

Mr. Speaker, I think, sadly, it was a 
missed opportunity. I think Reverend 
Wright surely could and would make a 
very good chaplain here, and I have the 
highest respect for him. I certainly 
think the process probably could have 
been much fairer. I think basically it is 
a missed opportunity to be more inclu-
sive. Mr. Speaker, I think it is gen-
erally a missed opportunity to be more 
inclusive. 

Secondly, I think we could have 
reached out and shown the Catholic 
community throughout the country we 
embrace their diversity, and for the 
first time in the history of this Con-
gress have a Catholic chaplain. 

Thirdly, we have seen, through the 
centuries in this country in politics 
with Al Smith and John Kennedy, 
through the Ku Klux Klan, that we 
have had prejudice against the Catho-
lics. This was an opportunity in this 
new century to show that we have 
overcome much of that prejudice. It is 
a missed opportunity, and I hope that 
it will not happen in the future. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. WELDON). 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding 
time to me, and I rise in strong support 
of this resolution. 

I can speak on this issue from per-
sonal experience. I have several people 
on my staff who are graduates of 
Catholic schools, including several who 
went through Catholic elementary 
school, high school, and college. 

As well, I can also speak that my fa-
ther was a graduate of Catholic 
schools, and my sister went to Catholic 
school as well. My parents actually 
wanted to send myself and my two sis-
ters, younger sisters, to Catholic 
school, but like so many working class 
families, they could not afford it. 

That is why I feel so strongly that we 
in this Congress should be doing every-
thing we can to enable parents, work-
ing class parents, to have the ability to 
choose the educational environment 
for their kids that they would like, a 
choice that unfortunately today is pri-
marily reserved for wealthy people and 
people who end up having to sacrifice a 
great deal. I know my parents sac-
rificed to send my sisters, and I have 
met many people who sacrificed a 
great deal to send their children to 
Catholic schools. 

Why do they do that? Children who 
go to Catholic schools, they are much 
more likely, 95 percent of them grad-
uate. There is a higher percentage of 
them who get into college. As well, 
there is a lower incidence of drug 
abuse. There are just so many amazing 
things that the Catholic schools have 
been able to do. 

What is most amazing is that they 
actually do it with less money. They 
have demonstrated very clearly that 
they can do a better job with less, and 
that is why we in the Congress should 
be doing everything we can to encour-
age Catholic education in America for 
those who would choose to send their 
children there. 

Most importantly, we should be en-
couraging school choice so that not 
just wealthy people can choose where 
they send their kids to go to school, 
and people are not forced to make in-
credible sacrifices, but that every 
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American, working class, poor, would 
have the ability to send their child to 
the school of their choice. 

Yes, if we had an educational system 
in America that was like that, I believe 
millions more would choose Catholic 
education, because Catholic education 
has demonstrated clearly in that mar-
ketplace that they can do more with 
less. They can produce kids that are 
better equipped to go out in the world 
and be productive citizens. 

Therefore, I am extremely pleased to 
be able to rise and speak in support of 
this resolution. I encourage all my col-
leagues to do the same.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. ESHOO). 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding time to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of this resolution. I think it is a very 
important one. Certainly the Catholic 
schools of our great Nation have 
shaped and formed so many fine citi-
zens. 

I am a product of Catholic schools. I 
am proud to have paid my taxes for the 
public schools, and yet educated my 
children at Catholic schools as well. 
My daughter and son-in-law today are 
part of the faculty, high school faculty, 
in California at a very prestigious 
Catholic institution. Many of us I 
think have compared notes with one 
another talking about how the nuns 
shaped us, and it is them that we sa-
lute today. There are so many who 
have gone before us that we want to 
recognize when we recognize Catholic 
education in the United States. 

It is really a real tribute to the 
Framers of the Constitution that we 
have the separation of church and 
State, and yet we recognize that we are 
one Nation under God, and that there 
is room in this country for private edu-
cation and religious education. 

It is my understanding that this is I 
think the very first time that the 
House of Representatives is enter-
taining a resolution honoring Catholic 
schools. I am grateful for that, and I 
salute that. 

As a Member of the House Chaplain 
Search Committee, I would like to also 
say that the House and its leadership 
have the opportunity to recognize and 
to accept by the leadership for the first 
time in the history of our Nation a 
Catholic chaplain. Unfortunately, that 
has not happened. There are questions 
surrounding that, but we did miss a bi-
partisan opportunity and the oppor-
tunity to make history. 

So while we recognize Catholic 
schools today, I am sorry that we have 
missed that opportunity. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the sponsors of this important 
resolution.

b 1045 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
other speakers who are intending to be 

here who are not here now, so I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. REYES). 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I also rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution this morning. It 
is also my understanding that this is 
the first time that such a resolution 
has come before the House. 

I was privileged and honored to have 
been at a function last Saturday night 
where we recognized the supporters of 
Catholic education for the El Paso 
area. It is important to note, and I 
agree and want to associate myself 
with the comments of all of the com-
ments this morning in extolling the 
virtues of Catholic education. 

Mr. Speaker, I should say that, al-
though I am a product of public 
schools, I deeply appreciate the value 
of a Catholic education, especially in a 
community like El Paso which services 
predominantly 80 percent of the His-
panics in that area. 

I want to congratulate Bishop 
Armando Ochoa for the great job that 
they are doing. In El Paso there are 13 
schools with 4,600 students employing 
about 300 educators. The oldest, which 
was honored on Saturday night, is Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, which is cele-
brating its 81st year. The Father 
Yermo School is celebrating its 40th 
year in education. 

I think it is important that we un-
derstand that the products of Catholic 
education are serving throughout the 
country in different capacities, both in 
private and public service. The super-
intendent of the Diocese of Catholic 
Schools is Sister Elizabeth Schwartz 
and she, with some degree of regret, did 
mention to me about the issue in terms 
of having missed an opportunity to se-
lect a Catholic for the chaplain. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to speak on this important 
issue.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate all the 
speakers today who have articulately 
spoken about the value and benefit of 
Catholic education and the contribu-
tions Catholic schools have made 
throughout the history of our country, 
right up to today and also that which 
we anticipate beyond. 

There are a number of interesting 
statistics that I would like to remind 
the body about. First of all, just in 
terms of faith, I am Catholic and was 
educated in a Catholic high school in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Moeller High School, 
and also Catholic University. It was 
my observation while I was there that 
clearly the majority of students who I 
attended school with were Catholic, 
but we had a great number of students 
from a wide variety of different Chris-

tian and non-Christian faiths who at-
tended our school as well. 

Almost 11.5 percent of Catholic ele-
mentary school students are from 
other faith backgrounds throughout 
the country. In some inner-city 
schools, the majority of students are 
non-Catholic. I think it speaks to the 
mission of Catholic educators to reach 
out to all students and provide aca-
demic and spiritual-based services to 
all those who wish to achieve a supe-
rior education in many settings 
throughout the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a remarkable ac-
complishment that the schools have 
achieved, and one worth noting today. 
As the gentleman from Florida men-
tioned a little earlier in terms of cost, 
the average tuition for children in a 
parish school setting is approximately 
$1,500 annually. Eighty-two percent of 
schools have some sort of tuition as-
sistance. Over 60 percent of Catholic 
schools have a tuition scale for chil-
dren from other parishes or other non-
Catholic children. Over 80 percent of 
schools have some form of tuition as-
sistance that is passed on to students 
that helps those students attend and 
achieve. 

The average per pupil cost is $2,414 
and 87 percent of the schools receive 
other subsidies from within the Catho-
lic church and other Catholic endow-
ments. 

Based on the projected per pupil 
costs to educate a child in government-
owned institutions during the most re-
cent year that statistics are available, 
1996 through 1997, it cost approxi-
mately $6,600 across the country to 
educate children. Parents of Catholic 
elementary school students provided a 
gift to local, State, and Federal gov-
ernments of over $15 billion on that 
basis when we take into account the 
cost of educating those children in gov-
ernment-owned institutions, had those 
children had government schools as 
their only option; the cost of those en-
tities would have been paid, if all 
Catholic elementary school attendees 
had attended those public schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about the 
teachers themselves. The teachers in 
Catholic schools are largely organized 
under the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association. That represents 
most of the U.S. Catholic elementary 
schools through the Department of 
Education. 

The organization is a professional or-
ganization. As I mentioned earlier, it is 
the largest private professional edu-
cational organization in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KLECZKA).

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to respond to the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER). When he was 
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speaking and basically chastising me 
for introducing the entire chaplain 
issue, I asked him to yield for one ques-
tion. That question was: Where was 
this resolution last year? Where was 
the resolution the year before? 

Mr. Speaker, this is the first time 
ever that I can find where we have had 
a resolution praising the Catholic 
schools of the country. Maybe one 
could say, and I agree, that it is about 
time we did so. However, we have to 
know the background. 

There was a bipartisan chaplain se-
lection committee appointed, nine 
Democrats, nine Republicans, who 
went on a very exhaustive search, over 
35 candidates, to choose a new chaplain 
of the House. After their voting was 
completed, and I do not really under-
stand the point system, but the person 
who received the highest number of 
votes for chaplain was Father Tim 
O’Brien, a Catholic priest who received 
14. The next received 10.5 the third re-
ceived 9.5. 

The third one, the minister who re-
ceived 9.5 points, was the one selected 
by the Speaker of the House and Major-
ity Leader to be the next chaplain. We 
have not taken that issue up yet. That 
is coming up, I believe, in a couple of 
weeks. 

So some of my colleagues have indi-
cated that we have missed an oppor-
tunity in the House. No, that oppor-
tunity has not come before the House. 
I think we can right the wrong of the 
leadership in passing over Father Tim 
O’Brien, a Catholic priest. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I have a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

LAHOOD). The gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KLECZKA) will have to yield 
for that. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Will the 
gentleman yield for a parliamentary 
inquiry? 

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I yield. 
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, is it not correct that we are sup-
posed to be debating the resolution be-
fore us today? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is 
not a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I have 
to question the timing of this first ever 
pro-Catholic resolution. And I think it 
is totally appropriate to bring it to the 
debate, the fact that if the people who 
are bringing this resolution forward 
are so pro-Catholic, let us see if that 
pro-Catholic feeling continues to exist 
when the House has before it the issue 
on electing, for the first time ever in 
the history of the House, the first 
Catholic chaplain. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would correct his previous re-
sponse to remind all Members that de-
bate should be confined to the pending 
question.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART). 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Colorado 
(Mr. SCHAFFER) for yielding me this 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not think I was 
going to be speaking on this resolution. 
I have come to the floor because short-
ly we will be bringing forth a rule on 
the Taiwan security legislation. But I 
want to commend the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) for bringing 
forth this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I have two sons. One of 
them is 16, the other has just turned 15. 
The 15-year-old is in ninth grade; the 
other one is in the eleventh grade. 
They both go to Catholic school. 

In south Florida, we have a wonder-
ful series of Catholic schools, both pri-
mary and secondary, as well as a won-
derful Catholic university, Barry Uni-
versity. We are very proud of the edu-
cation that those schools provide. So I 
think it is very appropriate that the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. SCHAF-
FER) brought forth this resolution that 
we are debating it today. 

I do not know if it is the first resolu-
tion in history, Mr. Speaker. But I am 
glad that it has been done, because the 
reality of the matter is that the men 
and women who work in the Catholic 
schools throughout the United States 
deserve our commendation and they 
deserve our praise and we should go on 
record as expressing our appreciation 
for the work they do. 

Mr. Speaker, I never cease to learn in 
this body, because I never thought that 
this would be a controversial resolu-
tion. I think that praising the men and 
women, both the religious and the lay 
folks, who work in Catholic schools is 
something that everybody would wish 
to do. So this has been an educational 
experience today that it has become 
controversial, but that is democracy. 
Even something like this can become 
controversial. 

The reality of the matter is that I 
think we should all come together and 
praise the men and women who form 
the new generations who are privileged 
enough. Because all schools, whether 
they are private or public, are praise-
worthy. But, specifically, definitely so 
are the Catholic schools and that is 
why I commend the gentleman from 
Colorado. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I would 
like to thank the Sisters of Saint Jo-
seph of Nazareth, Michigan, who 
taught me at Saint Mary’s school in 
Flint, Michigan. I would like to par-
ticularly thank Sister M. Hilary who 
helped change my life.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I too would 
like to thank those who have spoken 
today on this important topic in reach-
ing out to congratulate those involved 
in Catholic schools. The students, the 
administrators the teachers, all those 
who make Catholic education possible 
in the United States. 

As a product of Catholic schools, I 
have learned myself that it is virtually 
impossible to disconnect the academic 
construction from the spiritual basis 
that all children in America need in 
order to advance and grow spiritually 
and personally. A great many parents 
throughout the country, even with the 
government-owned system that most 
children are educated in today, manage 
to instill in their children a strong 
spiritual basis as their children grow. 
But for many children, that is just an 
opportunity that is lost or missed. 

The Catholic schools throughout the 
country provide a remarkable example 
and a remarkable model of academic 
institutions that result in thriving, 
growing, well-educated young men and 
women throughout the United States 
of America. And it is fitting for this 
body to recognize the contributions 
and accomplishments of Catholic 
schools today. 

This is Catholic Schools Week all 
week long. There will be events taking 
place throughout the country. Our par-
ticipation here is a symbolic one, but I 
think an important one as well to let 
them know that their job is one which 
is well done, one that is critical and es-
sential to the maintenance of our 
union and the academic excellence of 
graduates and students who are in 
school today, and that they play a 
critically important role in the future 
growth and development of our Nation 
as a whole. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
committee to consider favorably this 
resolution and that concludes the bal-
ance of my remarks.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of this important resolution that honors 
the contributions of Catholic schools in the 
United States. I am a product of that school 
system, I have been privileged to teach in a 
Catholic school, and my two children currently 
attend Catholic schools in our hometown of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In Cincinnati, we’re very proud of our Catho-
lic school system—one of the largest in the 
United States with 77 elementary and 16 sec-
ondary schools. Students in the system rou-
tinely score in the top one-third on nationally 
standardized tests. 98% graduate from high 
school. And 96% go on to pursue higher edu-
cation. 

Representatives from Catholic schools from 
all across the United States are in Washington 
this week to celebrate National Catholic 
Schools Week. We welcome them. And we 
thank them for building an exemplary edu-
cation system that is based on academic 
achievement, community involvement, and 
strong values. Our Catholic schools have set 
a standard we can all be proud of. 
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Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this resolu-

tion. 
Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor America’s Catholic schools. 
It is fitting and appropriate that the Con-

gress consider this legislation today. Our na-
tion’s Catholic schools are reputed not only for 
their academic excellence but also for their 
contributions to our communities. 

Catholic schools—and their faculty, staff, 
students and families—go above and beyond 
the call of duty. Children educated in our 
Catholic institutions benefit from moral and so-
cial development along with superior intellec-
tual challenge. 

Millions of children attend thousands of 
Catholic schools every year in our nation. 
These schools boast diverse student bodies 
and exceptional success rates. Their grad-
uates are not only skilled, but also devoted to 
their faith and community. 

Right in my own district in Central Orange 
County, California, Catholic schools teach our 
children not only the knowledge they will need 
to succeed in the classroom, but develop the 
character children will need to thrive in the 
world. 

In its 1972 pastoral message concerning 
Catholic education, the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Education is one of 
the most important ways by which the Church 
fulfills its commitment to the dignity of the per-
son and building of community.’’ 

The Catholic school system has made in-
valuable contributions to our nation. Today I 
congratulate Catholic schools for their success 
and their continued role in promoting and se-
curing a bright, strong future for our nation.

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my strong support for House Resolution 
409, honoring the contributions of Catholic 
Schools. Over two and a half million students 
are currently enrolled at 8,217 Catholic 
schools across the country. 

This week, as ‘‘Catholic Schools Week’’, 
provides us an important opportunity to recog-
nize the outstanding performance of Catholic 
schools in the education of America’s youth. I 
believe their successes truly hold some of the 
keys to improving our education system na-
tionwide. 

Catholic elementary and secondary school 
students consistently display superior results 
on national and science academic achieve-
ment tests. Catholic schools maintain a phe-
nomenal graduation rate of 95%, compared to 
66% for public schools. More importantly, 
Catholic schools provide their students with a 
strong sense of their faith, family and commu-
nity. They provide a rich, intellectually stimu-
lating environment in which today’s youth 
learn the skills required to be tomorrow’s lead-
ers. 

These schools teach the value of self dis-
cipline, tolerance and respect for one another. 
Catholic schools open their classrooms to eco-
nomically and culturally diverse students, giv-
ing young people of all backgrounds the op-
portunity to succeed. 

I also salute the Catholic school teachers 
who dedicate themselves to the teaching pro-
fession and take great pride in the success of 
their students. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the sponsors of 
this resolution, and appreciate the opportunity 

to honor the Catholic schools of our nation. I 
believe these schools are a model for success 
in the education of our youth. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important resolution.

Mr. McINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, today Con-
gress passed a resolution congratulating 
America’s Catholic schools, the students, the 
teachers, and especially the parents, who 
make many sacrifices to provide their children 
the education offered in Catholic schools. The 
outstanding contributions of Catholic schools 
to our Nation are worthy of celebrating, and as 
a co-sponsor of that resolution I offer heartfelt 
congratulations to all who participate in the 
work of Catholic education. I am especially 
proud of Catholic schools in Indiana which 
provide a great education to more than 62,000 
children. 

This week we celebrate the 26th annual 
Catholic Schools Week and commemorate the 
important role Catholic elementary and sec-
ondary schools across the country play in pro-
viding a values-added education for America’s 
young people. We are proud of their edu-
cational network, emphasizing intellectual, 
spiritual, moral, and social values in their stu-
dents. 

Studies have shown that Catholic schools 
succeed because they employ a system that 
works: Site-based management; discipline and 
virtue; high academic standards, and parental 
involvement. These qualities contribute to a 
caring, well-ordered, safe and stimulating envi-
ronment where children learn more than just 
academics. They learn individual responsi-
bility, respect, moral conduct, and hard work. 

Catholic schools work because they are en-
tirely voluntary for both students and teachers. 
If students are unhappy, they may leave. 
Teachers are not tenured. Parents who sac-
rifice to send their children to school remain 
involved. 

Cicero once said, ‘‘There are more men en-
nobled by study than by nature.’’ However, if 
we are to ennoble the next generation, we 
must begin now by inducing positive changes 
in our education system so more children may 
have the opportunity to have the rich experi-
ence Catholic schools offer. We must intro-
duce more examples of education excellence 
into the community, to kindle competition and 
bring excellence to all learning institutions 
public and private. 

At the K–12 level, Indiana spends an aver-
age of $5,666 per student per year. Yet per-
formance declines as the student progresses 
through the public school system. 

For instance, in 1996, Indiana’s 4th graders 
took the National Assessment of Education 
Progress math exam. They placed 4th out of 
43 states that participated in the exam. Which 
is very good. However, Indiana’s 8th graders 
ranked only 17th out of 43 states. On Math 
Advanced Placement exams, Indiana ranked 
last in comparison to other states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia in terms of the percentage of 
students who scored a 3 or higher out of 5. 
For Indiana high school students who are col-
lege-bound, their SAT scores are about 30 
points below the national average. 46th in the 
nation. 

We need to rethink our whole approach to 
elementary and secondary education. We 
need to look to examples of education sys-
tems which achieve great results so that we 

can make systemic changes. We also need to 
provide ways to help parents take advantage 
of the choices that exist. 

Barbara is African-American and lives in 
inner city Indianapolis. She struggles to raise 
three boys. And Barbara has decided to be-
come a leader in her community. She is presi-
dent of a new grassroots organization called 
FORCE—short for Families Organized for 
Real Choice in Education. 

A few years ago her son, Alphonso, had an 
opportunity to escape the inner city school 
system that was failing him. Through a private 
scholarship program started by Pat Rooney at 
Golden Rule Insurance Company, Alphonso 
has been able to attend Holy Cross Catholic 
School. 

It was opportunity that enabled Alphonso to 
go to a better school. But it was Alphonso’s 
own intellectual abilities and hard work that 
put him on the honor roll. His own athletic 
abilities that make him stand out on the foot-
ball team. And his own leadership abilities that 
led his classmates to elect Alphonso to the 
student council. 

I could tell you about studies that show the 
great academic achievements made by inner-
city youth in Catholic schools. But Alphonso’s 
success story speaks for itself. His real-life ex-
perience tells us so much more than mere sta-
tistics ever could. Catholic schools shine just 
a little brighter when more disadvantaged 
young people like Alphonso make the grade. 

The author Victor Hugo once wrote, ‘‘There 
is one thing stronger than all the armies in the 
world, and that is an idea whose time has 
come.’’ Excellence in education is the course 
of the future. 

We will not let our children—our future—slip 
through the cracks. Our families will rebuild 
our education system so that our children 
grow up with the knowledge and the con-
fidence to build a new day for our nation.

Mr. LARSON. I rise today to acknowledge 
the contributions made by Catholic schools, 
which build strong educational and moral foun-
dations for our students. 

As a former student of St. Rose’s School in 
East Hartford, Connecticut, I would like to 
praise the outstanding efforts of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame for providing students with strong 
academic and moral values. My Catholic 
school education has given me a valuable 
framework for life, and has enabled me to 
achieve personal and professional goals. 

Our nation’s Catholic schools provide excel-
lent opportunities for learning. With over 8,000 
schools and current matriculating classes of 
greater than 2.6 million students (of which 
one-in-four are minorities), Catholic schools 
provide educational opportunities to a broad 
cross-section of our society. These schools 
encourage greater levels of student-teacher 
interaction through their small class-size ratio. 
As a result, Catholic school students achieve 
a graduation rate of 95%, while 83% continue 
on to a college education. This education 
model has been internationally acclaimed for 
its stellar academic reputation. 

As we celebrate Catholic School Week, I 
am proud that these schools will continue to 
nurture students dedicated to their faith, to 
their values, to their communities and to their 
families. These schools develop the leaders of 
tomorrow with effective leadership and char-
acter. I am, therefore, proud to support H. 
Res. 409. 
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MR. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
SCHAFFER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 409. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

b 1200 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 409. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
f 

TAIWAN SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 408 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 408
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 1838) to assist in the 
enhancement of the security of Taiwan, and 
for other purposes. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The amendment 
recommended by the Committee on Inter-
national Relations now printed in the bill 
shall be considered as adopted. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill, as amended, and on any further 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate on the bill, as amended, equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on International Relations; (2) an amend-
ment printed in the Congressional Record 
pursuant to clause 8 of rule XVIII, if offered 
by the Minority Leader or a designee, which 
shall be considered as read and shall be sepa-
rately debatable for one hour equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent; and (3) one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, for 
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER); pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 408 is 
a modified closed rule providing for the 

consideration of the Taiwan Security 
Enhancement Act, H.R. 1838. 

House Resolution 408 provides for 1 
hour of debate in the House, equally di-
vided between the chairman and the 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on International Relations. 

The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill and, 
further, the rule provides that the 
amendment recommended by the Com-
mittee on International Relations now 
printed in the bill be considered as 
adopted. 

The rule provides for consideration of 
the amendment printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, if offered by the 
minority leader or his designee, which 
shall be considered as read and shall be 
separately debatable for 1 hour, equally 
divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent. 

And, finally, the rule provides for one 
motion to recommit with or without 
instructions. 

H.R. 1838, Mr. Speaker, seeks to en-
hance the security of Taiwan. I am 
pleased to be an original cosponsor of 
this legislation, which the majority 
whip, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY), introduced in large part to re-
spond to increasing concern with the 
threat to the peace and stability of 
Taiwan in light of the actions of the 
People’s Republic of China toward Tai-
wan. 

Both the chairman and the ranking 
minority member of the committee of 
primary jurisdiction are cosponsors, 
along with four of my colleagues on the 
Committee on Rules. I believe that this 
legislation enjoys widespread bipar-
tisan support in the House. 

The Taiwan Security Enhancement 
Act increases military cooperation 
with and establishes direct military 
communication between forces in Tai-
wan and in the United States in an ef-
fort to help Taiwan protect itself from 
potential threats from China. The leg-
islation increases the number of Tai-
wanese military officers and officials 
to be trained at U.S. military acad-
emies and the National Defense Univer-
sity and increases the technical staff at 
the American Institute in Taiwan. 

In addition, the Taiwan Security En-
hancement Act requires the President 
to justify any rejection of a Taiwanese 
defense request and requires annual re-
ports by the defense secretary on Tai-
wan’s security situation. 

I believe that it is entirely appro-
priate for Congress to express itself 
strongly on the important matter of 
the security of Taiwan. Since the na-
tionalist escape to the island after the 
Communist victory on the mainland of 
China in 1949, the close relationship be-
tween the United States and Taiwan, I 
think, has been mutually beneficial to 
both peoples. 

The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 es-
tablished on the part of the United 
States a concern for Taiwan and its 

people, at a time when diplomatic rela-
tions switched on the part of the 
United States from Taiwan to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. The Taiwan 
Security Enhancement Act clarifies 
and reiterates the commitments made 
in the Taiwan Relations Act. 

The gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. GEJDENSON), the ranking minority 
member on the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, stated in his testi-
mony to the Committee on Rules that 
he was aware of no amendments to this 
legislation, and he was supportive of 
the request for a modified closed rule. 
As a firm supporter of this legislation, 
Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Com-
mittee on Rules has crafted a fair rule 
to provide for its consideration, and I 
would strongly urge the adoption of 
both the rule and the underlying bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. GILMAN), and the ranking member, 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
GEJDENSON), along with the majority 
whip, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY), and the many others who have 
worked on this legislation for their ef-
forts in bringing forward this impor-
tant piece of legislation. I believe 
House Resolution 408 is a necessarily 
structured rule, a fair rule, and I urge 
its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I thank the gentleman from 
Florida for yielding me the customary 
30 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, the underlying bill, the 
Taiwan Security Enhancement Act, 
H.R. 1838, is a bill designed to reaffirm 
the Nation’s commitment to Taiwan’s 
security. It is my understanding that 
the bill was substantially modified in 
the Committee on International Rela-
tions and demonstrates a bipartisan ef-
fort to show some congressional sup-
port for maintaining Taiwan’s ability 
to defend itself. 

I have received numerous letters and 
petitions from Taiwanese Americans in 
my district urging passage of the bill. 
As Professor Ken Hsu of Pittsford, New 
York, notes, ‘‘This act will help main-
tain the peace and security of the Tai-
wan Strait.’’ Over the past decade, Tai-
wan has become a full-fledged, 
multiparty democracy. Presidential 
elections are scheduled for March of 
this year. Taiwan fully respects human 
rights and civil liberties and is often 
touted as a model for democracy in 
East Asia. 

Meanwhile, the People’s Republic of 
China continues to jail citizens who 
simply want to express their views and 
represses the people of Tibet and other 
regions who long for freedom. Most im-
portantly, China has spent the past few 
years actively building up its military 
capabilities. This buildup has included 
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